
History and PET Findings
A 46-year-old male presented with a
suspicious left inguinal lymph node.
Biopsy confirmed Hodgkin’s disease.
His initial staging study included CT
and PET. Initial FDG-PET demon-
strated two foci of uptake in the 
left inguinal region and left pelvis
(Figure 1). The patient underwent 
6 cycles of ABVD treatment, and a
repeat PET scan revealed residual
uptake in the pelvis (Figure 2). The
patient was then given 30 gy of radia-
tion treatment. A restaging PET two
months after radiation treatment
showed resolution of abnormal
uptake in the left pelvis. However,
there was a new focus of uptake seen
in the spleen which is consistent with
recurrent lymphoma (Figure 3). 

How Did PET Help?
In this case, FDG-PET was beneficial
in guiding treatment and in the
detection of recurrent lymphoma. 

Discussion
FDG-PET has high diagnostic 
accuracy for restaging lymphoma
after initial treatment. FDG-PET has
shown high accuracy in the early pre-
diction of response to chemotherapy
and in the evaluation of residual
masses after chemotherapy or radia-
tion therapy. Therefore, PET is likely
to play a major role in guiding treat-
ment for lymphoma patients.
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